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district, and I want to thank them for
their dedication to protect and serve.

I would like to honor some of these
courageous people who have long, dis-
tinguished careers or who have re-
cently retired: Sergeant Joe Eaton
from the Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office,
38 years and retired; Sergeant Troy
Kister, Omaha Police Department, 29
years and retired; Captain Kevin
Pokorny, LaVista Police Department,
32 years and retired; Deputy Stephanie
Squiers, Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office,
32 years and retired; Sergeant Don
Voss, Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office, 39
years and will soon retire; Deputy Den-
nis Yeaman, Douglas County Sheriff’s
Office, 42 years and still serving, near-
ing retirement.

I want to thank these officers and all
others for their service and sacrifice.
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Mr. Speaker, before I close, I am
often asked, as a 30-year, retired mili-
tary officer, to pay tribute to our law
enforcement and to compare. And what
strikes me is I used to operate or train
in the safety of home, but we would de-
ploy into harm’s way. Our law enforce-
ment, every single day, put themselves
in harm’s way. So we love our law en-
forcement, we respect them, and we
thank them.

———

REMEMBERING AND HONORING
ENDY EKPANYA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, as National
Police Week ends, the 800,000 Texans I
work for back home want to say
“thank you’ to all of the Americans
who came to Washington, D.C., and all
those that rose up in hometowns all
across America to support our police
officers—our sheriffs, our JPs, our con-
suls—and to join our heroes on that
thin blue line.

In Pearland, Texas, we want to thank
all Americans for remembering and
honoring one of our own: Pearland Po-
lice Officer Endy Ekpanya. In 2016, 145
police officers were Kkilled all across
America. Endy, sadly, joined that
group.

Endy was killed at 3:15 in the morn-
ing on Sunday, June 12, 2016, end of
watch, 339 days ago. He was killed on a
nonemergency call by a driver who was
high on drugs or booze. She T-boned his
car. He was 30 young years old.

Endy left behind the love of his life,
his fiance, Lucy, and his 2-year-old son,
Julian. They mourned in front of
Endy’s flag-draped coffin at his service
back home the week of his death.

Endy’s loss brought out the best in
Pearland, Brazoria County, in south-
east Texas. They shared tears with
Lucy and Julian. They swarmed them
with love. Every single Pearland police
officer left duty on that day to be
there, but Pearland was protected by
police officers all over southeast Texas
rising to the occasion.
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We continue working to ensure the
woman who killed Endy goes to prison
for a long time. The people of Pearland
are building a memorial at their police
station with Endy’s life on one wall. He
will be there with two others who lost
their lives in Pearland, Texas: Officer
Henry Wendell, Jr., end of watch, No-
vember 6, 1967; and Officer James Cas-
sidy, Jr., end of watch, May 16, 1973.

I have kept up with Lucy. The last
time we talked was early January. I
called to tell her that the entire Texas
House delegation—36 strong, Repub-
licans and Democrats—signed my bill
to name the post office in Pearland
after Endy. She was happy, but she
still felt pain. That was the first
Christmas back home with Endy’s par-
ents in New York.

Sadly, losses like Endy are still hap-
pening. This week, we learned that a
deputy sheriff in Montana was shot and
killed during a routine traffic stop; and
a police chief was shot in response to a
domestic violence incident in upstate
New York. And that was just yester-
day. This violence against our law en-
forcement officials must end.

During National Police Week, we
honor these heroes, the ones we have
lost, and we say a humble ‘‘thank you”
to their families. We will never, ever
forget their sacrifice. We pray for the
day that Lucy and Julian can join
Endy in Heaven. God bless Endy
Ekpanya and all of the heroes who gave
their lives on duty.

————————

HONORING PETER CYBULSKI AND
HAMEED ARMANI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, many
Americans, when faced with that split-
second decision to act in a crisis with
selfless valor, or to flee, answer the
call of duty in service to their fellow
man.

In June 2016, NYPD Officers Peter
Cybulski and Hameed Armani, both of
whom I had the privilege to meet last
month, were on patrol in Times Square
when a suspected bomb was thrown
into their vehicle. Rather than
vacating their vehicle in place, these
officers selflessly drove their car one-
and-a-half blocks away from the public
in a crowded Times Square.

In that moment, when others might
have simply fled the scene to save their
own lives, Officers Cybulski and
Armani were prepared to sacrifice ev-
erything to save the people they were
sworn to protect. This selfless act of
bravery is just one of so many acts of
heroism by our police officers every
single day.

This week is National Police Week,
where we honor our members of law en-
forcement and remember the sacrifices
of those who have lost their lives in the
line of duty. The brave men and women
protecting our communities deserve
recognition for their selfless acts of
courage and commitment to serving
our Union.
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This special week began in 1962, when
President John F. Kennedy signed a
proclamation which designated May 15
as Peace Officers Memorial Day. Every
year, the week on which that date falls
is designated as National Police Week.
Since then, thousands of our officers
and their families from all across our
great Nation come to Washington,
D.C., during this week to be recognized
for their selfless duty and to honor
those who have fallen in service to
their community.

I have always believed that our Na-
tion has a perennial obligation to pro-
vide our police officers with every
ounce of support that we have to offer.
These heroes deserve to know that the
people of this Nation, for whom they
have given so much, are forever grate-
ful. It really is the least that we can do
for these brave men and women.

As a Member of Congress, I have
committed myself to ensuring law en-
forcement is given all of the support
necessary, and more, to carry out their
selfless mission. Last year, around this
time, we passed five key pieces of legis-
lation which both honor our police and
ensure those still serving possess the
tools and equipment needed to carry
out this responsibility.

Some of these bills included the Fall-
en Heroes Flag Act of 2016, the Federal
Law Enforcement Self-Defense and
Protection Act, and the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Grant Program and
Reauthorization Act. And again this
year, this week, we are doing the same:
passing legislation to protect our law
enforcement who sacrifice so much to
protect us.

In recent years, our Nation has be-
come fractured, and our police have
been subject to acts of violence and ha-
tred. It is more important now than
ever before that law enforcement re-
ceives our unwavering appreciation,
support, and respect. Courage, leader-
ship, and a commitment to service,
these are the qualities embedded with-
in our members of law enforcement,
the traits by which they uphold deeply
with dignity and honor.

This week, and every week, it is so
important to honor those who have put
themselves into harm’s way to protect
us, our families, and our communities.
Their sacrifices will, and should, be re-
vered for generations to come.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 54
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T15:30:36-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




